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The preparation is of a hydroxyalkanoic acid copolymer which 
comprises 3-hydroxybutyrate (3HB) unit and 4-hydroxybutyrate (4HB) 
unit. The process involves extracting and separating the 
hydroxyalkanoic acid copolymer accumulated in the body of a microbe. 
The extraction of the hydroxyalkanoic acid copolymer is carried out by 
mixing a surfactant containing acetone with the wet body of the microbe 
and heating. 

ADVANTAGE - There is no need for drying of the microbe body and the 
extraction can be effected in a short period. A copolymer of high 4HB 
content can be separated selectively. 
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